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As smart growth strategies begin to take form in public policy here on the Central Coast, it is
important to understand the implications of and the ground work needed to successfully implement
these strategies. To do so, it is beneficial to educate ourselves and learn from cities that have
successfully implemented smart growth strategies—case in point: the City of Chula Vista.

Chula Vista residents can rest assured that the City’s Urban Core Specific Plan incorporates
advanced standards of smart growth principles. Passed by the City Council and the Planning
Commission in 2007, the Specific Plan was awarded a Blueprint for Excellence in Smart Growth
Award by the Urban Land Institute (ULI), a nonprofit that defines smart growth as development that
is economically sound, environmentally friendly, and supportive of community livability.

Designed by RRM Design Group, the Specific Plan will
facilitate revitalization and enhancement of the economic,
social, cultural, and recreational fabric of the City’s 1,700 acre
Urban Core, resulting in a vibrant, mixed-use community
located in the northwest area of the City. Plans for a new shuttle
loop, upgraded bikeways, pedestrian walkways, parks, and
plazas, as well as retail, office, and residential space will create a
walkable downtown environment that supports active lifestyles.
Promoting green building design, construction, and
maintenance, the Plan encourages City-sponsored buildings in
the Urban Core to meet LEED (Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design) Silver certification and provides
incentives for private developers to do the same.

Created with the community for the community, the plan
divides the central plan area into 26 distinct subareas and
provides specific standards tailored to each. Respectful of its
history, the improved urban fabric will make Chula Vista’s

Urban Core an attractive hub of the City, as well
as the south San Diego County region.

After Chula Vista earned the Blueprint for
Excellence in Smart Growth award, I was eager to
share some of these smart growth strategies with
our local planning community. As our
communities embrace smart growth, it is
important that we have a clear understanding of
the critical implementation steps—steps that
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require political will, education, and knowledge on the battle between the desire for environmental
stewardship and the resistance to change.
At RRM Design Group, we began this project for the City of Chula Vista in 2004 and it was
adopted in 2007. In the following paragraphs, I highlight key elements of the Plan that make it a
project worth learning from.

Initiating the Process. Inspired by the urban renewal of neighboring San Diego, Chula Vista was
determined to chart a course of renewal for their historic downtown area. Years of conventional
sprawl on their eastern edge motivated planners to look inward to create a different future for their
Historic Urban Core, one that was championed by the Council, facilitated by urban planners and
driven by citizen input—three critical ingredients to an implementable project.

Defining a Vision and Sense of Place. At the heart of the Urban Core Specific Plan
was a comprehensive public education and vision process. The goal was to show
how strategic urban renewal would benefit its citizens in terms of environmental
enhancement, economic viability, and social/cultural services. Public education and
involvement took shape through a series of actions, including examination of
successful case studies, establishing an advisory committee, conducting public
workshops, and providing outreach to a myriad of interest groups ranging from the
Busniess Improvement Districts to local high schools using mechanisms such as
charrettes, focus groups, newsletters and an interactive website. This was a critical
first step to develop consensus for a vision, understand the economic implications,
and identify community benefits.

Accepting Trade-Offs. Over the past decade, Chula Vista has benefited from a robust economic
expansion largely driven by the housing sector. Most of this growth has been located on the east
periphery of the community and has brought with it some negative impacts, such as traffic
congestion, retail leakage, and loss of open space. A key component to the Specific Plan was to
demonstrate that strengthening the Urban Core would help decrease outward expansion, thus
mitigating these impacts. To do this, the planning team and community developed detailed studies
on acceptable building design and character; concentrated density at Transit Focus Areas to create a
critical link between density and effective public transit; protected residential neighborhoods
through “good neighbor” development standards; and established policy framework to create a
Downtown that is vibrant and forward thinking. The design is respectful of its past and alive with
thriving businesses, attractive housing, entertainment, cultural, and recreational activities. The
result: a compelling vision of the future that dispatched the fear of change.

Recognizing Community Benefits. A fundamental goal of this Specific Plan was to improve the
quality of life for Chula Vista residents and visitors. This commitment was made prominent
throughout the process and set forth in a specific chapter of the Plan that is titled “Plan
Implementation and Community Benefits Program.” In this chapter, the Urban Core is envisioned
to be the “heart” of the community, where people enjoy special events, farmers markets, street
performances, and outdoor dining; a downtown with a synergistic mix of land uses, attractive
streetscapes, and sidewalks interconnected with a series of plazas, parks, and pedestrian paseos.
Making a clear connection between redevelopment and infill and improvements in amenities and
quality of life is an essential ingredient of smart growth strategies.

Aligning with Private Sector Partners. From the outset, it was recognized that the private sector
would carry the lion’s share of implementing the Plan. This set the scene for close collaboration
between planners and investors, ensuring land use policies and development standards supported a
market driven revitalization strategy, which in turn meant the private sector could afford to build the

Smart Growth in Chula Vista (continued from page 1)

continued on page 5
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Better Know a City: Morro Bay
By Marc P. Bierdzinski, AICP

In this installment of “Better Know a City” we travel up the coast to San Luis Obispo County
to the town in the shadow of Morro Rock. The City of Morro Bay was incorporated on July 17,
1964, covers six square miles, and has five miles of coastline. The current population is 10,436.
The entire city (except for three small parcels) is located within the Coastal Zone. Morro Bay is
a full service City with its own Police, Fire, Recreation and Parks, Finance, Administration, and
Harbor Departments.  The City jointly owns and operates (by the City) a wastewater treatment
plant with the unincorporated community of Cayucos to the north  and the plant  is located
within the City Limits. The City is in the process of upgrading the treatment plant to tertiary
treatment standards to the tune of about $28 million.

Morro Bay is fairly unique in that the following entities, parks, and natural features are packed
into the six square miles of the City:

· A United States Coast Guard Station
· A full harbor with associated fishing industry
· A State Park and State Beach
· A back bay and estuary
· A Natural History Museum
· A golf course within the State Park
· A power plant (with the distinctive three chimneys)
· The use of State Water, local water wells, and a desalinization plant
· Morro Rock State Preserve

The Planning Division is part of the Public Services Department that has a staff of 33  and
includes the Building, Engineering and Public Works Divisions (including wastewater
treatment plant operations) Division. The head of the Public Services Department is Bruce
Ambo, AICP.  His Planning Division consists of two full-time planners, both who are APA
members. When not dealing with the various governmental and quasi-governmental agencies
within the City Limits, Bruce and his staff are busy on many planning projects. Long range
projects of note are studies on mansionization and floor area ratios, the development and
implementation of a stormwater management plan, update of the Housing Element, a
Redevelopment Feasibility Study and the development of a climate action plan. Major
development projects include an RFP for an optional conference center/hotel and
environmental impact reports on the State Park Marina Dredging and Enhancement project
and the wastewater treatment plant upgrade.

Babies on the Move
Legislative Representative Dan Nemecheck and his wife Gretchen
welcomed Sabine Elizabeth Nemecheck into their family on May 5, 2008.
Sabine weighed in at 8 pounds 12 ounces and was 20.5 inches in length.
Mom, dad, and Sabine are doing great and settling in at their home in

Santa Barbara.
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AICP Corner
THE NOVEMBER 2008 AICP EXAM APPLICATON WINDOW IS NOW CLOSED
n The November 2008 testing window is November 3-17.
n The May 2009 AICP Exam Application Window will be open in October 2008.

FOR  MAY 2008 TEST TAKERS
Scores: The May 2008 exam was updated. Because it is the inauguration of this exam version,
unofficial scores will not be displayed onscreen or issued at the exam site. Official score reports
will not be issued until August. APA staff will not be able to provide any score results until
official score reports are issued, so please do not call or e-mail individual requests. APA staff will
release official scores early if they become available before August. Any May 2008 candidate
who receives a failing score during this exam window will be allowed to participate in a late
registration period for the November 2008 exam. For further information go to
www.planning.org/certification/.

EXAM PREP NEWS
Updated AICP Exam Prep Study Notes 1.0
In response to recent changes in the AICP Exam test specifications, APA has released an
addendum to the AICP Exam Prep 1.0 Study Notes. New material covers new exam content
areas, specifically Spatial Areas of Practice, and includes additional study questions. The
addendum is a downloadable PDF and is available free to all exam candidates and individuals
who purchased the original study notes.

Planners on the Move
Brian Halvorson has been promoted from a Planner II to a Planner III with the City of Santa
Maria Community Development Department.

public amenities that improved quality of life.
To encourage smart growth development, an
incentive-based program rewards projects that
deliver amenities above and beyond selected
thresholds. Incentives include increased density
and floor area ratios for subterranean parking,
LEED certified buildings, affordable housing,
parks, plazas, and other recreational amenities.
The result is a balanced plan that encourages
public/private partnerships.

Providing Something for Everyone—A Balanced
Plan. In planning efforts, no one wants to walk
away empty handed. And this couldn’t be truer
for revitalization projects. In the case of Chula
Vista, specific efforts were taken to engage
stakeholders early on, understand their issues,
and deliver tangible results. Neighborhoods
were protected, mom and pop businesses were
safeguarded, historic resources were enhanced,

densities were increased selected and a viable
public parking program enacted to name a few.
The success of this strategy was made clear
when residents, business owners, historic
preservationists, sports groups, bike coalition
representatives, developers, and environmental
interest groups came together to applaud the
City for delivering what they promised.

Putting Smart Growth to Work on the Central
Coast. Smart Growth is only “smart” if it
achieves a positive change in the patterns and
quality of our communities. To do so, we need
to educate our citizens, create a compelling
vision of what could be, accept the trade-offs
and learn from the work of others. The Chula
Vista Urban Core Specific Plan is available
online at: www.chulavistaca.gov/City_Services/
Development_Services/Planning_Building/
UrbanCoreSpecificPlan.asp.

Smart Growth in Chula Vista (continued from page 3)
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Ned Rogoway, AICP, 1929-2008
By David K. Wolff

Our colleague, friend, veteran, and environmental pioneer Ned Rogoway, AICP, passed away in
his home at the age of 79 on May 17, 2008. While saddened by the loss, our memories of a
kind and gentle man, and his legacy as a brilliant environmental planner will live on. Ned was
instrumental in shaping the land use and landscape of San Luis Obispo County while serving
in leadership capacities as the longest standing Planning Director in San Luis Obispo County
history, as well as serving as a planning director for numerous cities, and as an educator at Cal
Poly. The Association of Environmental Professionals and the American Planning Association
are forever indebted to Ned for his vision in planning and resource protection, and his
volunteer leadership in both organizations. His accomplishments include:

· Bachelors of Architecture, University of Washington, 1951
· Navy Lieutenant, USS Doyle, Korean War, 1954
· City of Long Beach Senior Planner 1956-1959
· County of San Luis Obispo Planning Director 1959-1981
· Cal Poly San Luis Obispo Lecturer, City and Regional Planning Department 1965-

1980
· Certified Planner, American Institute of Certified Planners – Charter member
· Rogoway Planning, 1981 to 2008
· Planning Director/Staff for cities of Arroyo Grande, Atascadero, Grover Beach, Morro

Bay, Pismo Beach, Simi Valley
· AEP Chapter President
· APA Section Director
· Chairman of the Board Peoples Self Help Housing Corporation

Ned Rogoway was born in Hollywood, California, but moved to northwest where he grew up
in Spokane, Vancouver, and Seattle graduating from Vancouver High School in Washington.
He obtained his Bachelor of Architecture degree specializing in Resource Management from
the University of Washington in 1951. He served our country for four years as a Naval officer
during the Korean War. After an honorable discharge from active duty at the rank of
Lieutenant, Ned began his planning career with the City of Long Beach as a journeyman
planner. He was assigned the responsibility to lead the monumental task of preparing their first
General Plan.

Ned’s ground breaking career in San Luis Obispo County began in 1959 when he was offered
the position of Planning Director. When he arrived he found very little planning or zoning
policies and no building department in the County, and began his good work with one part-
time draftsman and a secretary. When he left the County in 1980, there were 85 staff members
in the Planning Department. During his 20 plus years of service to SLO County he supervised
the preparation of General Plans for all urban and rural areas, wrote all the ordinances and
policies which govern their administration, and started the process of issuing building permits.
Ned formed countywide advisory committees, created agencies to govern airport areas,
transportation, and housing and created a new land use systems unlike any other in the state.

In Memoriam

continued on page 7



Coastal Connection Summer 2008      Page  7

During his tenure at SLO County he fathered the increase in parkland, recreation
opportunities, and facilities to more than triple from when he first arrived. Most significantly
he administered the closing of Camp San Luis Obispo lands (5000 acres of military
development) and the redevelopment of those lands for public uses for parks, Cuesta College,
and Cal Poly. He wrote operating procedures for the Transportation Agency, the Regional
Planning Council, the Air Pollution Control Agency, the Airport Land Use Commission, and
the Subdivision Review Board.

Ned captured the opportunity to bring a conservative agricultural county into the mainstream
of modern land use planning and vital resource planning. Because the Central California Coast
is endowed with rich and abundant resources, many of the programs were aimed at protecting
the environment and wisely using limited resources. These complex and forward thinking land
use programs are still operative and relevant today

Ned spread his expertise throughout the county and served as part time planning director for
six of the seven cities as part of his SLO County duties and as a private consultant. For more
than ten years he was a part time lecturer for the Cal Poly School of Architecture City and
Regional Planning Department teaching History of Cities, and the Principles of Planning,
Zoning and Transportation.

Ned battled back from kidney disease that forced his retirement from SLO County to start and
run Rogoway Planning for 28 years and was still active up to his passing. His planning
consultancy concentrated on project management multi-use developments, single property
uses, and complex zoning issues.

Ned gave back to the environmental and planning industry and the community by devoting an
abundance of his time to the American Planning Association (APA) and the Association of
Environmental Professionals (AEP). He founded Peoples Self Help Housing Corporation, a
non-profit low income housing authority were he served as Chairman of the Board of Directors
for twelve of its most formative years. It is now considered the most honored of all of the non-
profit low-cost housing agencies in the SLO
Country. He received the Outstanding
Service Award from APA, was named Citizen
of the Year from the Volunteer Organization
of San Luis Obispo County, and was a
member of the Lions Club and Rotary
Club. Ned was one of the original founders
and lifetime member of Temple Beth David.

Ned is survived by two sons, two brothers, a
sister, 11 grandchildren, nine great
grandchildren, and numerous nieces and
nephews. He was preceded in death by his
wife Lois of 27 years.  We will miss Ned,
but his legacy as a visionary planner will
always be present throughout San Luis
Obispo County and will run with the land.

In Memoriam: Ned Rogoway (continued from page 6)
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An Appreciation
Paul Crawford, FAICP, 1947-2008

In May, we lost Paul Crawford, a fine planner, respected teacher and good friend to many.  He
died at age 60 from brain cancer.

Paul hailed from Visalia, and after earning a CRP degree at Cal Poly,
returned there shortly to work for Quad Consultants.  San Luis Obispo
beckoned him back, however. Within a few years of joining the SLO
County planning staff, he rose to be the department’s director. During
the 1980s, Paul was recognized in a survey by the Telegram-Tribune
newspaper as the most influential person in the land-use field in SLO.
His calm, professorial demeanor served him well during those turbulent
times as the County was transitioning from a wide-open attitude about
development to a more environmentally aware approach, and planning
was the focus of that whirlwind of change.  He managed the overhaul of
the County’s land use plans and regulations, and combined the general
plan land use element with the zoning ordinance – an innovative effort
that won a California Chapter APA award.

At about this time, I was working at the City of SLO, so we’d regularly meet for coffee and
compare notes on our work.  Paul was itching for something new, as the County land-use issues
had become predictable and repetitious, while ever more contentious.  By 1990, we left our
public sector jobs to start a consulting business that evolved into Crawford Multari & Clark
Associates.  You get to know someone pretty well after a traveling around the State trying to
drum up clients.  Paul generally drove – he was the consummate sneaky speeder and had an
uncanny sense of direction – while telling me about his family, his favorite movies and books,
his photography and spelunking hobbies, trips taken and planned, and, of course, wine.  Once
on a trip to Auburn, Paul was his usual charming self, impressing our waitress with his
knowledge of wine.  She returned late in the meal with a glass of wine, unnamed,
recommended by the chef.  Paul swirled and sniffed and tasted…declaring it a zinfandel,
probably from such and such a place.  He was right, and the
chef came out himself and joined us, as we spent the rest of the
evening talking and tasting wines over dessert.  That was pure
Paul.

Paul found his professional focus in the nitty-gritty details of
development codes, poring over the arcana of zoning and
subdivision regulations late into the night.  Many evenings
after dinner, I’d walk by the office and see his light on.
Because he almost always did his work on his own, it is easy to
picture him as a cloistered monk, ensconced in his
scriptorium, carefully detailing a manuscript. But Paul enjoyed
a party.  Once at a conference, I was leaving our room to take

By Mike Multari

continued on page 9
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WANTED
Webmaster for the Central Coast Section website. Contact Jay Higgins at

jay.higgins@cph-inc.com if you are interested.

an early morning swim, only to bump into
Paul and other planning revelers just coming
in from a long night of wine and
conversation.

His list of professional accomplishments is
most impressive: Distinguished Leadership
and other APA awards, Fellow of the AICP,
California Planners’ Roundtable, President of
the County Planning Directors’ Association,
Congress for New Urbanism, founder of the
Form-based Codes Institute, adjunct
professor at Cal Poly, architect of
development codes for more than 80 cities

An Appreciation: Paul Crawford (continued from page 8)

and counties, and co-author of the book
Formed-Based Codes.  But his genial
personality, love of his family, and his passion
for life are even more memorable in a
remarkable life — and sad loss for the rest of
us.

The Paul Crawford Scholarship Fund has
been established at Cal Poly in his memory;
anyone wishing to donate should make
checks payable to the Cal Poly Foundation,
noting the scholarship, and mail it to the
City and Regional Planning Department, Cal
Poly, San Luis Obispo, CA 93407.

Call for Nominations!

The following Central Coast Section Board seats are up for election:

Professional Development Officer
Public Information Officer

Finance Officer
Events/Awards Officer

Membership/Diversity Officers (two positions)

Any person interested in running for election in one of these positions should
contact Jay Higgins, AICP, at 805-637-6670, or jay.higgins@cph-inc.com.  The dead-
line for being listed on the ballot is August 31, 2008.
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As the summer edition of the Coastal Connection goes to press, what has been a rather busy
Legislative session is beginning to wind down. As is becoming tradition, the focus of the summer
legislative update is to provide the status of those bills still currently under review, which may have
the greatest affect on your communities and our profession.

This edition of the legislative update is broken into two sections.  The first includes a summary of
bills still under review that a have been determined to warrant close attention by the APACA’s
legislative review team, and includes the most recent bill summary prepared by the APACA’s  lobbyist
in Sacramento. The Second Category includes the status of bills being tracked at the request of
Central Coast APA members.

SECTION I: APACA BILL SUMMARY

AB 842 – Jones – Regional Plans and VMT Reduction f or Bond Crit eria
This bill requires the Department of Housing and Community Development to rank proposals for
funding as to whether or not they are within a jurisdiction that has adopted a general plan, and a regional
that has adopted a regional blueprint, that will reduce vehicle miles traveled by 10%.
APACA POSITION:  Oppose
ISSUES:  This bill conflicts with the Notice of Funding Availability already issued for infrastructure
bond funds, and requires local governments to prove that VMT has been reduced by 10%, which at this
point is not viable.
STATUS:  In Senate Appropriations Committee

AB 1017 – Ma – CEQA Appeals
CEQA provides that if a nonelected decision-making body of a local lead agency certifies an EIR,
approves a negative declaration or mitigated negative declaration, or determines that a project is not
subject to CEQA, that certification, approval, or determination may be appealed to the agency’s elected
decision-making body, if any. This bill would require that appeal to be filed within 30 days of the
approval of the project unless the period for filing the appeals is extended to a maximum of 60 days by
the elected decision-making body, in which case an appeal would be required to be filed within that
extended period.  The bill would provide that a notice of an approval or a determination to carry out a
project subject to CEQA, or a notice of a determination that a project is not subject to CEQA, would
be invalid if the approval of the project is appealed. The bill, following final action by the elected
decision-making body on the appeal, would require the local lead agency to file a notice of an approval
or determination to carry out the project and would authorize the local lead agency to file a notice of a
determination that the project is not subject to CEQA.
APACA POSITION: Oppose
ISSUE:  This appeal period should match the period specified by local ordinance.
STATUS:  In Senate Appropriations Committee

AB 2219 – Parra – Approval of Subdivider ’s Volun tary Water Savings Measures
This bill would require, until January 1, 2016, the legislative body of a city or county or the designated
advisory agency to approve or disapprove the subdivider’s water savings projections attributable to
voluntary demand management measures after being reviewed by the retail water supplier and verified
for accuracy, as specified, by the public water system or the local agency if there is no public water
system.  This bill would also require that the water supply assessments mandated by SB 221 and SB 610

Legislative Update
By Dan Nemecheck, Legislative Representative

continued on page 12
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Read this Update

to Last Issue's

"Better Know a

City" Article

Santa Paula’s Development Measure G
Wins in Landslide
By: Kathleen Wilson, Ventura County Star, June 4, 2008

Reprinted with Permission

A bid to extend Santa Paula’s eastern border for a 500-acre development won in a landslide Tuesday
night.  The measure will represent the largest expansion into farmland since the open-space movement
known as SOAR began more than a decade ago.

The returns showed voters favoring the measure by a lopsided margin of 82.6 percent to 17.4 percent.
Limoneira Co., a Santa Paula agribusiness firm, plans to build up to 1,500 homes, a 100-unit assisted
living center, stores, offices and a variety of public amenities on the property that has been farmed for
a century. “We’re thrilled,” Harold Edwards, president and CEO of Limoneira, said after the first
returns came in. “That’s a great result.”

There was no organized opposition to Measure G, as supporters argued that the town with the lowest
median household income of any city in the county needed growth. “Nobody wants to see the loss of
farmland, but the benefits to the town outweigh it,” said John Chamberlain, marketing director for
Limoneira. “People really want to see a more prosperous town for everybody.”

County Supervisor Steve Bennett, one of the architects of Save Open-space and Agricultural Re-
sources, said early in the night that he did not consider the lopsided vote a setback. Since Ventura
passed the first SOAR measure in the mid-1990s, voters across the county have repeatedly rejected
large-scale development outside city boundaries.

But voters in Santa Paula have historically supported the open-space movement by modest margins,
Bennett said. “Not only is Santa Paula unique but it is a uniquely popular project as evidenced by the
fact there was no opposition,” he said.

SOAR’s board of directors did not mount a campaign against Measure G. Bennett said that’s because
SOAR supporters who live in Santa Paula did not ask for that intervention. Jim Procter, a Santa Paula
resident who has been active in the SOAR movement, said he voted for the measure. He found the
development well designed with a range of housing. “Even though it is agricultural land, it gave us the
most bang for the buck,” he said.

About 400 acres of the property are in active agricultural production, with the remaining 100 acres in
natural undeveloped land and ranch housing. Limoneira would preserve 200 acres with open space,
trails and an unknown amount of avocado acreage, with the remainder to be developed into urban
uses.

The area sits on the edge of a 34,000-acre greenbelt negotiated by Santa Paula and Fillmore. The
Fillmore City Council has raised concerns about the project, but talks have been postponed pending
the vote. Now that Measure G has passed, city officials will be asking the boundary-setting panel
known as LAFCO to allow annexation. If LAFCO does that in the fall, groundbreaking is expected in
the first half of 2010. The first 50 to 100 homes could be open by 2012, according to Limoneira’s
estimates.
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be based on the anticipated water demand for the project, given current statutory and regulatory
requirements, reduced by the water savings attributable to proposed voluntary demand management
measures, and define voluntary water demand management measures as water use efficiency measures
that are permanently fixed to residential, commercial, industrial, or other real property that will reduce
projected water demand below the applicable statutory and regulatory requirements for water conservation.
APACA POSITION:  Neutral as amended
ISSUE:  This bill has been amended substantially since first introduced to be sure that the voluntary
measures are permanently fixed and verifiable by the water agency, but it sets up a new process that may
need some fixes down the line.
STATUS:  In Senate Appropriations Committee

AB 2280 – Saldana – Density Bonus Clarifications
This bill, co-sponsored by the League and APACA, makes a number of changes to density bonus law,
but is not nearly what we originally proposed.  Following numerous amendments from the housing
advocates and legislative staff, the bill has been significantly pared down.  Please see the text of the
revised bill for the current wording.
APACA POSITION:  Support
ISSUE:  We are in the process of reviewing the measure to determine what provisions are still helpful to
local governments given the many amendments that were required to be included in the bill.
STATUS:  On the Senate Floor

AB 2604 – Torrico – Volun tary Delay of Fees (Originally had b een mandatory)
This bill would originally have required a local agency to defer the collection of one or more fees up to
the close of escrow.  The bill was just amended to be voluntary.
APACA POSITION:  Neutral as amended
ISSUE:  No issues are remaining as amended.
STATUTS:  Awaiting final vote on the Assembly floor before going to the Governor

AB 3005 – Jones – Lower Fees for Infill Projects Near Transit
This bill would require a local agency, when establishing, increasing, or imposing as a condition of
approval of a development project an impact fee for mitigating vehicular traffic impacts of a housing
development, to set the fee, or the portion thereof relating to vehicular traffic impacts, at a rate that
reflects a lower rate of automobile trip generation if the housing development meets specified criteria.
APACA POSITION:  Oppose
ISSUE:  This bill will create funding shortfalls if more developments meet the qualifying standards than
were originally anticipated without providing anyway to make up those fees.
STATUS: On Senate Floor

SB 303 – Ducheny – BIA Alternative to SB 375 – Regional Planning for GHG Reductions/Housing
Mandates
This is a placeholder measure at this time pending negotiations on SB 375.
APACA POSITION:  We have provided the author with a list of a number of concerns with the bill, but
are awaiting the outcome of negotiations on SB 375 before taking any more action on this measure
ISSUE:  APACA will be continuing to negotiate on SB 375 in an effort to come to some agreement with
all interested parties.  If that is successful, SB 303 will not be moved this year.
STATUS:   This bill will be kept on the Assembly Appropriations Committee Suspense File pending
negotiations on SB 375

Legislative Update (continued from page 10)

continued on page 13
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SB 1500 – Kehoe – Restrictions and Fees on Projects in State Fire Responsibility Areas
This bill would require, on and after July 1, 2009, if the legislative body of a county considers entering
into development contracts, approving certain permits or entitlements, or approving a tentative map or
parcel map for a subdivision, for a project located within a state responsibility area, the county to notify
the State Fire Marshal of the proposed project when the application is deemed complete. The State Fire
Marshal would then be required to evaluate the project, within 60 days, as to whether it is eligible to
remain within a state responsibility area or be removed and become a local responsibility for structural
fire protection services. In evaluating the project, the State Fire Marshal would be required to consider
residential density, and if the project’s residential density would not exceed 3 residential dwelling units
per acre, the project would remain in a state responsibility area. If a county is notified that a project
would remain in a state responsibility area, the county would be prohibited from acting on the proposed
project until the county ensures the provision of structural fire protection by complying with certain
requirements to ensure that structural fire protection is or will be provided, including, but not limited
to, contracting with the Department of Forestry and Fire Protection to provide structural fire protection
services.
APACA POSITION:  Support if amended
ISSUE:  Recent amendments have greatly expanded the scope of these amendments and may unnecessarily
delay projects and building permits.
STATUS:  In Assembly Appropriations Committee

SECTION II: Status of Bills of Specific interest to Central Coast APA members

AB 2988 – (Feuer) Environmental quality: exemption: electric power purchase contract.
In Senate Appropriations Committee, APACA Position: WATCH

SB 68– (Kuehl) Environmental quality: determination: dispute
In Senate, APACA Position: Review Amendment

SB 1237– (Cox) Subdivision Map Act: lot line adjustments: designated remainders and
omitted parcels: dedications for public purposes.
In Senate, APACA Position: Neutral as amended.

SB 1247– (Lowenthal) Farmworker housing assistance.
In Senate Appropriations Committee, APACA Position: WATCH

SB 1285– (Corbett) Resource conservation lands: acquisition.
In Assembly, APACA Position: WATCH

SB 1299–(Migden) Residential real property: affordable rental housing.
In Assembly, APACA Position: SUPPORT

SB 1557–(Wiggins) State Environmental Goals and Policy Report.
In Assembly, APACA Position: SUPPORT

To review the full text of or any of the bills listed above, go to www.leginfo.ca.gov. As always, should
you have a particular interest, or something you would like tracked or highlighted in future legislative
updates, please feel free to e-mail me at dnemechek@cityofgoleta.org.

Legislative Update (continued from page 12)
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Planning Services Directory

The Coastal Connection is the only publication especially written and produced for planning professionals in Ventura, Santa Barbara, and San Luis
Obispo counties. We invite you to become part of the Coastal Connection by placing a business advertisement with us.  It’s a great way to cost-effectively
target professional and public officials who regularly use your planning services. The publication is also distributed to APA sections across California,
so your advertising dollars go even further. Our 2008 advertising rates are $200 for four issues. If you’d like more information, please contact the Section
Finance Director, Alicia Harrison, AICP, 805-882-1442, e-mail: aharrison@bhfs.com.

If you’re already supporting the Coastal Connection and would like to make changes to your ad or include new artwork for the next edition, please call
Marc at 805-688-7474.  You can send him a digital file in any graphic, PDF, or Pagemaker format at: coastalconnection@verizon.net. Photo ready art
of the new advertisement can also be mailed to Marc at 449 San Lino Court, Santa Maria, CA 93455.  Thank you for supporting and contributing to
the American Planning Association’s Central Coast Section.

Issue 4, Fall 2008
Publication date:  Nov.  2008
Submittals due: Oct.  2008

Issue 1,Winter 2009
Publication date:  Feb.  2009
Submittals due:  Jan.  2009

Issue 2, Spring 2009
Publication date:  Apr. 2009
Submittals due:  Mar. 2009

Coastal Connection
Publication Schedule

Planning Services Directory:

Newsletter for 1-year (4 issues) = $200
Website for 1-year = $100

Both the newsletter
 and website for 1-year = $275

Job Ads:

1 issue of newsletter or website = $25
Both the newsletter and website = $45

ADVERTISING    RATES

COMPREHENSIVE MUNICIPAL SERVICES

Pacific Municipal Consultants



USEFUL WEB SITES

National APA: www.planning.org

Cal Chapter APA: www.calapa.org

Central Coast APA: www.centralcoastapa.org

UCSB: www.ucsb.edu

Bren School: www.bren.ucsb.edu

Cal Poly: http://planning .calpoly.edu/

Cal Poly students: http://planning .calpoly.edu/students

PLANetizen: www.planetizen.com Your digital source for planning information

LUPIN: www.ceres.ca.gov/planning/ California Land Use Planning Info Network

CERES: www.ceres.ca.gov Calif. Environmental Resources Evaluation System

CEQA: www.ceres.ca.gov/ceqa/ California Environmental Quality Act

Cyburbia: www.cyburbia.org Planning & Architecture Internet Resource Center

Wikipedia: www.wikipedia.org Free online encyclopedia

Sustainability: www.sustainablebusiness.com Sustainable business practices and links

Planning Quotes: http://planneronline.homestead.com/quotes.html

Library of Congress:http://memory.locgov/ammem/gmdthml/gmdhome.html

Online map collection

Parole: http://parole.aporee.org Urban development thesaurus/dictionary

Coastal Photos: www.californiacoastline.org 12,000 photographs of the California Coastline

Earthquakes: http://quake/usgs.gov/recenteqs/latest.htm Up-to-date earthquake information

Demographics: www.nkca.ucla.edu Neighborhood Knowledge California Project

Brookings Institute:www.brookings.edu/metro/metro.htm Research and analysis on economics, foreign policy,

government, and metropolitan policy

CA Regulations: www.leginfo.ca.gov/index.html California codes and Senate and Assembly Bills

HOW CAN I JOIN APA?

Coastal Connection

The California Chapter of the American Planning Association (CCAPA) links planners statewide and
nationwide through the American Planning Association. Through this linkage, members:

• Unite to promote planning legislation,
• Further professional expertise through conferences, workshops, and meetings, and
• Obtain the latest information about planning.

CCAPA was chartered in 1978 and currently has almost 5,500 members including practicing planners,
elected and appointed officials, academicians, citizens, and students. The Chapter is lead by elected
state and section officers. CCAPA provides the opportunity for anyone interested in California
planning activities to join as a Chapter-Only member. Chapter-Only membership dues are $90.00 per
year (all National benefits are not provided). For complete membership information and an
application form, please visit the CCAPA website at www.calapa.org, call the membership office at
916-736-2434, or email sgassoc@msn.com.

You may also apply for National APA membership. Visit the National APA website at
www.planning.org for more information. You may download the membership form from the website
and mail or fax it to APA. You may also call Fax-on-Demand at 1-800-800-1589 and request document
#3001 (APA Membership Application) and #3002 (Membership Information).

Just want more information on APA? All Central Coast Board Members are happy to chat about APA
and answer any questions you may have. Contact information is on page 2.
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