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The APACA State Awards Event was held on
September 23, 2008, at the 2008 California APA
Annual Conference in Hollywood. In true “Oscar
Awards” style, the red carpet entrance to the
luncheon was complete with paparazzi and fans
lining up at the door as the award recipients and
guests entered the building. Everyone received

an “Oscar” pin to commemorate the event.
(One side note from the writer…the food was
the best I have ever had at an awards event,
courtesy of Wolfgang Puck)

In a moving presentation, a special award
was presented to Paul C. Crawford, FAICP
[1947 – 2008], for a 2008 Distinguished
Leadership Award for a Planning Pioneer.
Paul C. Crawford was a considered a “local”

hero and celebrity to the Central Coast
community. His son, Aidan, accepted
the award on the family’s behalf, and
reminisced about his father’s dedication
to his family and his unwavering
generosity to others. Paul’s dedication
to the planning profession earned him
much success and admiration among
his peers and colleagues. As an

innovative and tireless professional, Paul made
development regulation a creative enterprise, first
as San Luis Obispo County Planning Director

LOCAL WINNERS WIN BIG AT
THE APACA STATE AWARDS
By Hollee King Brunsky, AICP

and later as Principal with Crawford, Multari &
Clark Associates. He introduced form-based codes
into numerous California cities and counties,
assuming national leadership in the Congress for
the New Urbanism. Paul was an adjunct professor
at Cal Poly San Luis Obispo teaching planning
students for over 25 years in the Central Coast
area and he mentored many aspiring planners as
they advanced in their careers.

Two Central Coast APA Award of Excellence
winners won state accolades at the 2008 APACA
Conference in Hollywood:

2008 California Award of Excellence - Media
Central Coast APA Award of Excellence winner,
Neighbor to Neighbor: Facing our Housing Crisis
(Coastal Housing Coalition), won at the state level
for outstanding media program.This media
program is a weekly 30-minute television program
that explores the relationship between a healthy
community and housing. Set in the high housing
prices area of Southern Santa Barbara County,
Neighbor to Neighbor provides a forum for an
open community dialogue.

2008 California Award of Merit - Academic
Central Coast APA Award of Excellence winner,
Westside and North Avenue Community Plan (City
and Regional Planning Department, Cal Poly State
University, San Luis Obispo), won at the state level
for an Academic Award.  The Westside and North
Avenue Community Plan was a class project by
fourth year Cal Poly State University undergraduate
students over a period of five months. This project
was an outgrowth of the City of Ventura’s efforts
to implement its 2005 General Plan. Cal Poly
students were charged with assisting the City in
drafting a Community Plan for two of its western
communities – Westside and North Avenue.

Aidan
Crawford
accepting the
award for his
late father,
Paul C.
Crawford
from Vince
Bertoni,
AICP, APACA
President
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 And Now a Message from the Director
By Jay Higgins, AICP

Here’s a newsflash for those of you cave dwellers … “We’ re in a recession.”

By hook or by crook, now is the time the wise investor takes advantage of rock bottom pricing in
the stock market or even on a piece of real estate. And if you can’ t afford to make such an
investment – you might consider an alternative scheme that is much closer to home – your career!

It’ s no secret that tough economic times usually translate to higher enrollments at local community
colleges and universities. In fact, the LA Times reported last September, that “…enrollments are
expected to jump from 6% to over 15% this Fall at 110 of California’s two year campuses, where
2.7 million people take courses, many of them part-time.”  (September 7, 2008.)

Local colleges though aren’ t the only ones seeing green. In fact, our Country’s unemployment rates
– as of this writing climbing to 14-year high of 6.5% - will probably result in increased spending on
job training for companies that are seeking to retrain their workforce. Where’s the money going to
come from?  Good question – but you might start by looking at Schwarzenegger’s proposal to raise state
sales taxes.

Not surprisingly then, our own Chapter of the APA saw record enrollment at our latest State
Conference in Hollywood. Just in the past three years enrollments increased from 1600 in Anaheim,
to 1800 in San Jose the next year, to over 2200 in Hollywood. Are planner’s just crazy desperate for
a chance to be unstrapped from their desks for a good convention? Well, ahem… sure! But we’ re
pretty sure you’ re also becoming more critical of your own training opportunities – or lack thereof.

So that’s why your local APA section will be offering you a host of opportunities to sharpen your
planning saw in 2009.

We’ re getting a head-start in November with a LEED Accreditation Seminar. LEED awareness has
been booming and the accreditation program for planners, architects and builders is quite popular.
Many public owned or financed buildings are now required to be LEED certified (and if anyone is
going to be building anything during a recession – it’s going to be the government!).

So APA teamed with the local chapter of the USGBC for a 2-day accreditation seminar and primer
for the LEED for New Construction Accreditation exam. These classes typically run in excess of
$500 but thanks to some very generous contributions by Brownstein/Hyatt/Farber/Schrek, Capital
Pacific Homes, Alston & Bird and the Tynan Group, we were able to offer this class at only $35!
($125 for non-members). To no one’s surprise, our class sold out in 72 hours - so look forward to
more after the New Year!

Now for you serious bargain hunters that will only jump at something that is absolutely FREE, we
have something in store for you as well.  In January, our Ventura Subsection will host an expert
panel on implementing SB 32 and AB 375. Expect legal and technical experts that will share their
implementation strategies on General Plan policy and find out what other agencies are including in
their CEQA documents.

So there you have it!  All within about a four-month span, APA has offered everything from a
convention to an accreditation class to a free expert panel.

All of these opportunities will keep you ahead of the planning curve.  So come out from your cave
and join us in making 2009 an even better year for professional development and community
education.
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Better Know a City: Lompoc
By Marc P. Bierdzinski, AICP

The City of Lompoc is this issue’s “City de Jour.” Lompoc was incorporated in 1888, and was
primarily an agricultural community until the establishment of Camp Cooke as an army
training base during World War II. The City experienced a building boom and rapid
population increases during the late 50’s and 60’s as a result of the conversion of Camp Cooke
to Vandenberg Air Force Base (VAFB) in 1958 and its establishment as a missile base.
Population growth continued in the late 1970’s through the mid 1980’s, but slowed following
the Challenger disaster. The current population is 42,957, and includes 3,902 inmates,
employees, and employee family members that reside at the Lompoc Federal Penitentiary.

The Community Development Department is led by Community Development Director
Arleen Pelster, AICP, and Planning Manager Lucille Breese, AICP. Arleen has been with the City
21 years and Lucille has been with the City 11 years. Their staff includes a Principal Planner,
Associate Planner, Assistant Planner, Planning Technician, and Environmental Coordinator. All
staff members are members of APA.

Lompoc has several long range planning projects moving forward, including:

· A Comprehensive Update of the 1997 General Plan, including the Housing Element
that all Santa Barbara jurisdictions are required to update by August 31, 2009.

· The Bailey Avenue Specific Plan and EIR, a 270 acre project adjacent to the western
city limit line. The General Plan requires adoption of a Specific Plan prior to an
annexation request.

· Incremental updates of the Zoning Ordinance. The parking requirements are currently
being updated.

· Processing of the Santa Rita Hills Wine Facility (9 acres at the intersection of Highways
1 and 246). An EIR is currently in process.

These and other projects may be viewed on their website, www.ci.lompoc.ca.us/departments/
condev/projectupdates.htm.
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AICP Exam May 2009 – The testing window for the next AICP exam in November is closed
but you can sign up now for the May 2009 exam. Send e-mail inquiries about the AICP exam
to aicpexam@planning.org. AICP application information may be found online at:
www.planning.org/certification/2009/may/. Remember that, as an added incentive, our
chapter awards each successful applicant $100 upon passing the exam.  Here's the schedule:

November 18, 2008 Applications can be submitted
January 13, 2009 Deadline to Submit Online Application
January 27, 2009 Deadline to Submit Verification Documents to APA’s

Washington, D.C. Office
May 11-25, 2009 May 2009 Testing Window

Certific ation M aintenance (CM) Update – Well, it does seem that things are getting
straightened out.  Remember that AICP members need 32 credits by the end of 2009. Here
are sources of CM info:

CM General Info - AICP member webpage provides the opportunity to report CM credits,
find upcoming CM events and view all CM providers.  See http://www.planning.org/cm/
index.htm

CM Providers - The current list of registered CM providers can be found online at http://
www.planning.org/cm/member/providers.htm. A CM fact sheet is available online to share
with organizations interested in becoming a registered CM provider at www.planning.org/
cm/pdf/providerfactsheet.pdf.

CM Log - AICP members that they retain ultimate control of their personal CM log. There
is no limit on when a member can log credits for activities as long as it is done so within
their CM reporting period. Visit the CM online CM log at www.planning.org/cm/
foraicpmembers.htm.

Reporting credits - In this early CM period, you can self-report attendance or speaking/
instructing at an activity that is not registered for CM credit by the provider but meets CM
criteria and is approved by APA staff. Members must submit materials demonstrating that the
activity complies with CM criteria. Members may self-report up to 8 CM credits per two-year
reporting period. Members will be able to log these credits electronically when APA’s new
website is launched in November 2008. Until then, members are encouraged to keep a
personal record of these activities. The upcoming Central Coast Section LEED seminar is an
example of a seminar that hasn’t been registered but would undoubtedly qualify & should be self-
reported by AICP members.

Authoring credits - AICP members may earn CM credit for the publication of an article in a
double-blind peer-reviewed journal. The amount of credit is 8 hours per article. Authoring
cannot exceed 50% of required CM credits. To ensure the standard of double-blind, peer-
reviewed is met, APA/AICP will conduct audits of a percentage. Members will be able to log

AICP Corner
By Pat Saley, AICP, Professional Development Officer

continued on page 13
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AWARDS EVENTAWARDS EVENTAWARDS EVENTAWARDS EVENTAWARDS EVENT

APRIL 4, 2009APRIL 4, 2009APRIL 4, 2009APRIL 4, 2009APRIL 4, 2009

Details of the event will be available in the next issue of the Coastal  Connection.  This

special  night will be in San Luis Obispo and will include a casino night event,  dinner and

cocktails, followed by the Awards Program.

CALLING FOR NOMINATIONSCALLING FOR NOMINATIONSCALLING FOR NOMINATIONSCALLING FOR NOMINATIONSCALLING FOR NOMINATIONS
The American Planning Association, California Chapter, Central Coast Section, is calling

for nominations for outstanding planning projects, activities and individuals for the 2009

APACA Central Coast Planning Awards. The purpose of our Awards Program is to

encourage quality and innovativeness in planning and increase public awareness of the

planning profession. Our program honors visionary approaches and projects, distinguished

APA members, and citizen contributions to planning and achievements of the APACA

Central Coast Section in the San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, and Ventura Counties.

Please refer to and use the Central Coast APA Award Nomination Application and

Requirements Form available at www.centralcoastapa.org.  All submittals are required to

be in digital form only.  Questions should be referred to: Hollee Brunsky at

hollee@lilleyplanning.com.

The 2009 APACA Awards Categories are included in this newsletter on page 8.  There

are seven main categories with a total of 31 various sub-categories available. Please refer

to the category requirements/program policy for more information at the CalAPA

Website: www.calapa.org ABOUT US AWARDS

Nomination submittals are due Friday, February 6th, 2009, and should be mailed to:

APACA Central Coast Section Awards Program, c/o Hollee Brunsky, Central Coast

APA Awards Officer, 1746-F S. Victoria Avenue, Suite 165, Ventura, CA 93003.
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CALIFORNIA CHAPTERCALIFORNIA CHAPTERCALIFORNIA CHAPTERCALIFORNIA CHAPTERCALIFORNIA CHAPTER
CENTRAL COAST SECTIONCENTRAL COAST SECTIONCENTRAL COAST SECTIONCENTRAL COAST SECTIONCENTRAL COAST SECTION

AWARDS EVENTAWARDS EVENTAWARDS EVENTAWARDS EVENTAWARDS EVENT

AWARD JURORS NEEDEDAWARD JURORS NEEDEDAWARD JURORS NEEDEDAWARD JURORS NEEDEDAWARD JURORS NEEDED
Awards jurors are needed for the 2009 APACA Central Coast Section Planning Awards.

Jurors should be able to meet in Santa Barbara for eight hours the week of March 9th.

Jurors should also be able to attend the Awards Event on April 4, 2009, in San Luis

Obispo.  Jurors can be members of the planning community, architects, landscape

architects, planning students, and/or other interested individuals knowledgeable in the

field of planning.  If you would like to be an Awards Juror, please contact Hollee

Brunsky, Awards Officer, immediately at 805-901-2261 or by e-mail,

hollee@lilleyplanning.com.

SPONSORSHIPS AVAILABLESPONSORSHIPS AVAILABLESPONSORSHIPS AVAILABLESPONSORSHIPS AVAILABLESPONSORSHIPS AVAILABLE
Don’t miss the opportunity to sponsor the Central Coast APA Awards Event!

Sponsorships and Advertising opportunities will be available for the event at many

different levels. For more information, please contact Hollee Brunsky at 805-901-

2261 or hollee@lilleyplanning.com,

IMPORTANT DATES FORIMPORTANT DATES FORIMPORTANT DATES FORIMPORTANT DATES FORIMPORTANT DATES FOR
2009 AWARDS PROGRAM2009 AWARDS PROGRAM2009 AWARDS PROGRAM2009 AWARDS PROGRAM2009 AWARDS PROGRAM

February 6, 2009February 6, 2009February 6, 2009February 6, 2009February 6, 2009 Awards Nomination Submittals DueAwards Nomination Submittals DueAwards Nomination Submittals DueAwards Nomination Submittals DueAwards Nomination Submittals Due

March 27, 2009March 27, 2009March 27, 2009March 27, 2009March 27, 2009 Reservation Deadline for EventReservation Deadline for EventReservation Deadline for EventReservation Deadline for EventReservation Deadline for Event

April 4, 2009April 4, 2009April 4, 2009April 4, 2009April 4, 2009 Central Coast APA Awards EventCentral Coast APA Awards EventCentral Coast APA Awards EventCentral Coast APA Awards EventCentral Coast APA Awards Event

May 15, 2009May 15, 2009May 15, 2009May 15, 2009May 15, 2009 State APA Awards Submittals DueState APA Awards Submittals DueState APA Awards Submittals DueState APA Awards Submittals DueState APA Awards Submittals Due
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2009 APACA AWARDS CATEGORIES

Nominations will be evaluated for the award category in which they were submitted.
However, the Central Coast Section Award Jury may, upon majority vote, move a
nomination to a different category, if appropriate. Nominations are eligible to receive an
Award of Excellence or an Award of Merit.  An Award of Excellence is eligible to participate
in the State APACA Awards Competition.

A. OUTSTANDING PLANNING AWARDS
1) Comprehensive Planning Award:

a) Large Jurisdiction
b) Small Jurisdiction

2) Planning Implementation Award:
a) Large Jurisdiction
b) Small Jurisdiction

3) Planning Project Award
4) Innovation in Green Community Planning
5) Focused Issue Planning Award
6) Best Practices Award
7) Grassroots Initiative Award
8) Education Project Award
9) Neighborhood Planning Award

B. LEADERSHIP AND SERVICE AWARDS
1) Distinguished Leadership Awards

a) Professional Planner
b) Elected Official
c) Planning Firm, Department or Agency
d) Citizen Planner/Layperson
e) Student Planner
f ) Organization

2) Distinguished Service Award
3) Distinguished Contribution Award

C. PLANNING ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS
1) Advocacy/Social Change/Diversity Planning Award
2) Contribution to Women and Families Award
3) Hard-Won Victories
4) Academic Award

D. JOURNALISM/MEDIA AWARDS
1) Journalism Award

a) Circulation over 100,000
b) Circulation 35,000 to 100,000
c) Circulation under 35,000

2) Individual Journalist Award

E. SECTION ACTIVITY AWARD

F. PLANNING LANDMARK AND PIONEER AWARDS
1) Planning Landmark Award
2) Planning Pioneer Award

G. PLANNER EMERITUS NETWORK HONOR AWARDS
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By Kaizer Rangwala, AICP, CEcD, Ventura County Sub-Section Director

Op-Ed: Get Back on Track

The single-family home, fueled by corporate
greed, has accomplished what terror and
natural disaster could not: bring down the
American Economy. Homeownership, an icon
of the American dream, has turned into a
nightmare.

Living Large
For far too long, we have consumed more than
we produced. We have supported this habit by
borrowing. Decades of easy money, shadow
financing schemes, and cheap oil have
supported our addiction for bigger homes, cars
and other retail commodities. Consumer
spending makes up about 70% of the nation’s
gross domestic product, a key measure of the
economy. We have built more and bigger
homes for fewer people. In recent years, home
prices have fallen significantly. More
homeowners find themselves owing more on
their mortgages than the homes are worth,
making it attractive for owners to walk away
from their debts, forcing many into
foreclosure. The home prices will not stabilize
until we have consumed the glut of empty
homes presently flooding the market.

Help!
In an unprecedented move, the federal
government nationalized Fannie Mae and
Freddie Mac, and bailed out AIG and
Citicorp.  Recently, the federal government
abandoned its initial plan to buy $700 billion
of mortgage related toxic assets from the
independent investment banks and now plans
to support companies that supply consumer
credit in areas like credit cards, and auto and
student loans. But where will the $700 billion
come from? There are two possible sources:
print or borrow more money. The treasury
cannot print more money because this will
cause rampant inflation. And since the US is
in a budget deficit, a vast majority of this
money will come from China and the Middle
East, countries that already hold a huge part of
our debt. The bailout will increase our foreign
financial dependency and weigh down future
generations with even more interest payments.

In other words, we are
counting on our kids
to bail us out and
support our addiction
for excessive consumption – and in return, they
inherit from us a huge debt with a few
totalitarian regimes that despise our way of life.

Shift to a New Paradigm
A big assumption is that we will keep on
consuming at the levels we have in the past that
rewards greed by mortgaging our future and
encourages irresponsible consumption that hurts
our environment. This “spend now and worry
later”  economic model is most obvious in our
insatiable consumption of energy. We produce
5% of the world’s energy while we consume
25%. This cannot go on. The emerging econo-
mies of China and India will continue to acquire
their fair share of energy and this increased
demand will not allow the cost of energy to
come down. We can’ t consume at the level we
have in the past.

While local planners don’ t control global finance
we have a huge leadership role in promoting
smart growth and sustainability policies at the
local level that can curb consumerism and
provide choices that encourage us to live within
our means. With less money to spend, formulaic
strip and mini- malls, segregated residential
subdivisions, and sterile office campuses that fail
to connect with the consumer will continue to
decline. Credit and energy costs are going to
favor smaller scale infill development over large
suburban projects. Infill development in centers
and corridors, particularly at higher densities,
are necessary to promote transit, support retail
and affordable housing. However, our track
record in the past at delivering higher density
products has some neighbors understandably
upset. Increased traffic, blocking views and
sunlight, inappropriate massing, scaling, and
design are common complaints from neighbors.
Form-based coding, as opposed to use-based
zoning, is a more precise tool that offers an
entire range of housing typologies from single-

continued on page 14
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Legislative Update
By Dan Nemechek, Legislative Representative

continued on page 12

End of the Year Wrap-up
The end of 2008 Legislative Session could be described as difficult at best. After a protracted
budget showdown between Governor Schwarzenegger and the State Legislature (including a
standing threat from the Governor to Veto any bill that came across his desk prior to budget
approval) the Governor signed the budget on September 23rd. With the budget issue resolved,
those officials who had been wary of the Veto threat, proceeded to flood Governor’s office with
hundreds of Bills which were required to be acted upon in a little over one week (significantly
less time than the customary 30 days). The end result, the Governor vetoed approximately 35%
of the submitted bills due to a stated lack of time for consideration.

The end of this year’s legislative session also proved to be difficult for many Agencies and
Programs outside of Sacramento which rely on State funding, and could very well be an
indicator of what’s to come. When our elected officials return after the Thanksgiving holiday for
the 2009 Legislative Session, they will be grappling with an existing budget deficit of $11.2
billion, and will begin the next budget cycle with a minimum projected deficit of $13 billion.
These budget shortfalls will no doubt continue to dominate discussion in our Capital, and will
most certainly affect next years legislative cycle.

SB 375
One of the highest profile Bills to receive consideration and a signature by the Governor was SB
375 (Steinberg) Regional Transportation Planning, Housing, CEQA and Global Warming, Emission
Reduction Strategies. This is a monumental bill which will have a profound impact on the State
and our profession. Below is a brief summary prepared by APACA’s Legislative Analyst in
Sacramento

APA California, as this bill was finally amended, supports SB 375. It is the result of hours of
negotiation with a number of interested parties, including APA California, the League, CSAC, BIA,
housing advocates and environmental groups. Sponsored by the League of Conservation Voters, the bill
has three main parts:

1. Sets up a new regional GHG transportation planning process and Sustainable Communities
Strategy or SCS, adopted by the Metropolitan Planning Organizations in conjunction with the
Regional Transportation Plan is beginning in 2011, with no requirement for local governments to be
consistent with the SCS.

2. Enacts new CEQA benefits for infill and projects consistent with the SCS, and transportation
funding for projects consistent with the SCS.

3. Requires RHNA alignment with the RTP process for cities and counties within a Metropolitan
Planning Organization that adopts its RTP every four years, including an 8-year housing element to
be phased in over time after 2011, and a requirement for cities and counties to complete zoning for the
8-year RHNA no later than three years after either the date the housing element is adopted, or the date
that is ninety days after receipt of comments from HCD, whichever is earlier. There are also a couple of
limited zoning extension options.
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TRAINING IN VENTURA

December 11, 2008 – LEED in Ventur a
Workshop with Dominico D’ Alessandro of D’ Alessandro & Associates, Inc.
3 – 5 pm.  · City Hall Community Meeting Room

Mr. D’ Alessandro is the vice president of the local USGBC chairing the advocacy
committee. He along with the other members of USGBC will conduct a workshop with City
staff that specifically deals with the application of LEEDs on current Ventura projects.

January, 21, 2009 – Infrastructur e, CIP, and alternativ e Transportation
Audio/Web Conference by APA · 1 to 2:30 pm · Santa Cruz Conference Room

Discover how to update the transportation plan to maximize existing assets and
create a practical future vision for your community. Integrate highway, corridor, and arterial
road priorities with alternative transportation modes including walking, cycling, and transit.

Note:  This audio/web conference is approved for 1.5 AICP Credit Maintenance.

February, 18, 2009 – Informed Decisions:  A Guide to Gather ing Facts & Evidence
Audio/Web Conference by APA and Co-sponsored by Lincoln Institute of Land Policy 1:30 –
3:00 pm · Community Meeting Room

Learn to gather the facts efficiently on site visits, from staff reports, and through
testimony. Find out when site visits are legal and advisable as well as how to
effectively organize and document site visits. Learn techniques to maximize the
efficiency of hearing and recording public testimony.

Note:  This audio/web conference is approved for 1.5 AICP Credit Maintenance

March 16-18, 2009 – FBC 301:  Completing, Adopting, and Administering the Code

By Form-Based Codes Institute

This course covers an in-depth look at the advantages, disadvantages, and mechanics
of mandatory, parallel and floating-zone forms of FBCs; how to structure the coding
process, including what must happen before and after the code is drafted; what to
keep and what to discard from an existing conventional code; the legal aspects of
adopting a FBC i.e., its consistency with the comprehensive plan, adoption mechanics
and insulating against potential challenges; and post-adoption implementation.

14.5 AIA CES and APA AICP credits are available for this course

Note:  Attendance to FBC 101 course is a pre-requisite to attend this course.  For
information about available FBC 101 course schedule, check out the FBCI website:
www.formbasedcodes.org.

Call (805) 658 4725 Luz Juachon for information
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Legislative Update (continued from page 10)

continued on page 13

This bill is extremely complicated, dealing with multiple issues. In addition, APA, with the League
and CSAC, will be developing a Q&A on this bill to further assist cities and counties in
understanding and implementing this measure.

Additional resources related to SB 375 can be found on the APACA website, and include:
¨  The complete text of SB 375 www.calapa.org/attachments/wysiwyg/5360/SB375final.pdf
¨  APACA’s position paper in support of SB 375 www.calapa.org/attachments/wysiwyg/5360/
SB375ApaSupports.doc
¨  A t technical overview of SB 375 (twenty pages) prepared by the California League of
Cities www.calapa.org/attachments/wysiwyg/5360/SB375TechOV.pdf

Executive Order S-13-08 - Sea Level Rise and Climate Change
On November 14, 2008, Governor Schwarzenegger signed Executive Order (EO) S-13-08
directing State Agencies to plan for sea level rise and climate impacts. An excerpt from the press
release summarizing the EO is found below:

“We have to adapt the way we work and plan in order to manage the impacts and challenges that
California and our entire planet face from climate change,” Governor Schwarzenegger said. “Given
the serious threat of sea level rise to California’s water supply, population and our economy, it’s
critically important that we make sure the state is prepared when heavy rains cause flooding and the
potential for sea level rise increases in future years.”

There are four key actions in the EO including: (1) initiate California’s first statewide climate change
adaptation strategy that will assess the state’s expected climate change impacts, identify where
California is most vulnerable and recommend climate adaptation policies by early 2009; (2) request
the National Academy of Science establish an expert panel to report on sea level rise impacts in
California to inform state planning and development efforts; (3) issue interim guidance to state
agencies for how to plan for sea level rise in designated coastal and floodplain areas for new projects;
and (4) initiate a report on critical existing and planned infrastructure projects vulnerable to sea level
rise.

One key benefit that the EO will facilitate is California’s first comprehensive climate adaptation
strategy. This effort will improve coordination within state government and adapt the way work so
that better planning can more effectively address climate impacts to human health, the environment,
the state’s water supply and the economy.

Another benefit from the EO includes providing consistency and clarity to state agencies on how to
address sea level rise in current planning efforts, reducing time and resources unnecessarily spent on
developing different policies using different scientific information.

California’s Energy Commission, the California Ocean Protection Council and Caltrans are
conducting numerous scientific studies on the impact of climate change, including new sea level rise
impact projections that are being used to develop the state’s climate change adaptation strategy.
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Legislative Update (continued from page 12)

Climate Change Update
With new Climate Change regulations and evolving direction from the State seeming to appear
weekly (and at the request of some of our members), we will be adding a new section to the
Legislative Update. Starting with the next edition of the Coastal Connection, the Update will
include a standing section summarizing the most recent developments concerning AB 32, SB
375 and all things related to Green House Gasses and Climate Change.  The Central Coast
Section of APACA is committed to providing current information on this rapidly evolving topic,
and hopes this new section will be helpful to our members.

To review the full text or status of any of the bills from the 2008 Legislative session, go to
www.leginfo.ca.gov. As always, should you have a particular interest, or something you would
like tracked or highlighted in future legislative updates, please feel free to e-mail me at
dnemechek@cityofgoleta.org.

credits for authoring when the redesigned CM website becomes available later this fall. Until
then, members should keep record in a personal log. We will provide more information as it
becomes available later this summer.

Roundtable Discussion Credits - Roundtable discussions are eligible for CM credit. The focus
of roundtable content should be specifically delineated to define relevant topics that meet CM
eligibility criteria.

Planning for Healthy Places with Health Impact Assessments Online Course - The online
course is available free of charge at http://professional.captus.com/Planning/hia/default.aspx.
AICP members may claim 6 CM credits by going to the CM Activities page at
www.planning.org/cm/search/ and searching “Distance Learning” offerings. The course can be
found on the second page of offerings. Members can also find it by typing in the title of the
course into the search field and clicking “Go”. APA will soon be creating a page on their website
that highlights all of APA’s online courses.

AICP Corner (continued from page 5)

WANTED
Webmaster for the Central Coast Section website. Contact Jay Higgins at

jay.higgins@cph-inc.com if you are interested.



California Planning Foundation
Central Coast Section 2008 Scholarship Awards

Presented at the 2008 APACA Annual Conference

¨¨ ¨¨ ¨ Outstanding Student Scholarship Runner Ups ($3,000 each): Ryan Brough and Joanne LaFave, Cal Poly SLO
¨¨ ¨¨ ¨ Paul Crawford/California Planning Roundtable Scholarship ($2,000): Shauna Callery, Cal Poly SLO
¨¨ ¨¨ ¨ Russell Fey/Central Section Scholarship ($1,000): Ben Alexander, Cal Poly SLO
¨¨ ¨¨ ¨ Central Coast Section Scholarships ($1,000 each): Lucas Bare, UCSB, Colin Clarke, Cal Poly SLO, and

Erik Simon, Cal Poly SLO
¨¨ ¨¨ ¨ Continuing Student Scholarships ($1,000 each): Kyle Perata and Laura Pennebaker, Cal Poly SLO (These

scholarsips also included a 1-year APA Student Membership)
¨¨ ¨¨ ¨ Graduating Student Merit Awards (1-year APA membership): Kenneth Adam Petersen and James Paulding, Cal

Poly SLO

family to flats that can be calibrated to be respectful of
existing infill conditions. Streamlined development review
processes and predictable outcomes are but a few of the
business-friendly attributes of this coding method.

Business Environment
California leads the nation in environmental regulations.
However, California often gets ranked as one of the difficult
states to do business. Costs of doing business and lack of
business friendliness are chief reasons for the lower ranking.
What’s good for the environment is also good business.
Environmental legislation safeguards California’s key
competitive advantage: its environment and quality of life,
while creating new business opportunities and high paying
jobs. For example: the 2003 Electronic Waste Recycling Act
has created thousands of new jobs and investments in
California, avoided new landfills, and protected our
environment. Another example is the recently adopted Senate
Bill 375 that requires 18 California metropolitan planning
organizations to link land use and transportation planning to
reduce vehicle mile traveled and thus carbon emissions.
Approximately $5 billion of state transportation funds could
be directed towards investment in transit-oriented compact
residential development.  We must find a reasonable way to
permit (not prohibit) the right kind of development. Let’ s
make it easier for people to do the right thing, for example
infill redevelopment projects that provide jobs and affordable
housing.   Layers after layers of development requirements by
single-issue agencies may be necessary to keep the bad stuff
from happening but these protracted and unpredictable
processes are also keeping the good projects from happening.
Affordable housing, environment, and economic development
are not mutually exclusive issues — they are interrelated and
require a coordinated and streamlined response.

Hunker Down, Survive the Storm
During a down-cycle when property and sales tax receipts
decline, planners are first on the chopping block.  Buyouts,
layoffs, and downsizing are all too familiar terms to a planner
– perhaps because the services that planners provide are not
essential core services such as public health and safety, or
because the number of development applications is down.
Planners have no control over layoff decisions. However,
there are plenty of things we can do to keep our jobs and do
well. Planners can become more versatile — a generalist that
can tackle a variety of different assignments. For example,
current planners could volunteer to take on tasks in advance
planning or economic development. Taking on additional
duties increases value to one’s current employer, and may
lead to future promotions with that employers or another
organization. Planners are experts at looking to the future and
focusing on the customer for whom they work. If planners
become an indispensable resource on smart growth and green
economy, they become a key part of the solution that will lift
us out of this financial mess into a better and sustainable
future. Planners will become sought after change agents in
times of crisis, rather than laid off.

Now, more than ever, we need planners to step up and
champion policies and craft development codes that make it
easier to produce and preserve memorable places and
sustainable green economy. Investments in mass transit and
green infrastructure can once again shore up our economy to
ensure that our American Dream of decent housing for all,
remains alive.

Coastal Connection

Get Back on Track (continued from page 9)
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Yes.

Santa Barbara has now crossed over into recovery mode as a result of the Tea Fire which took one
life, 210 homes, 2000 acres and about $5m to extinguish. The rebuilding effort will now take our
collective planning and recovery efforts related to infrastructure upgrades, ongoing hazard mitigation
planning and a streamlined - and fair - permit process for all. On the planning side, there are many
serious issues to address that could easily be overlooked as we wade into rebuilding.

Wildfires are costly. Since 1950, 56% of federally declared disasters in the state were the result of
wildfires (86). During this time wildfire disasters claimed $2.1 billion in OES-administered disaster
costs.  They wreak havoc watersheds, recreational opportunities, cultural assets, wildlife and local
economies.  (CA SHMP, 2007).

Updating our local Safety Elements for consistency with recently improved State and Federal hazard
mitigation policies and laws may seem mundane to some – but if not now, then when? For example,
local planning agency and fire department consistency with new Fire Hazard Severity Zone Maps
developed by CAL FIRE has been in process since September of this year. You can actually review
agency progress on the web at frap.fire.ca.gov/projects/hazard/tracker.html.

Local plan consistency with State and Federal programs doesn’ t just make good planning sense – it
also makes good fiscal sense. Because California’s Hazard Mitigation Plan received an “Enhanced
Plan”  status by FEMA, the State is eligible for tens of millions of dollars in mitigation grant funding,
and hundreds of millions for mitigations after catastrophic disasters. (Topping, 2008, CPR Journal.)

From a rebuilding standpoint, APA has joined with several local non-profits groups such as the AIA,
the Community Environmental Council and the USGBC in proposing a regulatory process that
makes sense for those that want to re-build smart. Some will choose to rebuild according to their
previous design – only making necessary changes to accommodate new building, structural, fire
safety and energy codes. The County and City have assured residents that these applications can
move through the building plan check process relatively quickly. Others of course will choose to
make the upgrades to their homes that they have always wanted: increasing square footage, going up
to a second story, and generally taking advantage of this time to build their dream home. The critical
question for our planning agencies though is what to do with applicants that keep their old square
footage, but also want to build green, improve fire access or move away from a creek? If we know
where we need to go – and green building is our path – then we’ re hopeful our agencies will provide
incentives for those applicants that have the means to make green improvements.

Many that have lost their homes may not know anything about the regulatory path that will confront
their rebuilding effort – especially if their rebuilding plans are inconsistent with current codes and
policies. Many others – our local elected officials and their constituents included – are in the dark as
to what Hazards Mitigation Plans or Safety Elements entail.

If you are interested in donating your time as part of APA’s Community Assistance Program or our
Code of Ethics, and you’d just like to either help victims our improve our mitigation plans, please let
us know. We are putting a list together of those that can help.  Just email me back at jay.higgins@
cph-inc.com with your contact information and stay tuned for opportunities to jump in!
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The Tea Fire - Can APA Help Rebuild?

By Jay Higgins, AICP, Section Director
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Planning Services Directory

The Coastal Connection is the only publication especially written and produced for planning professionals in Ventura, Santa Barbara, and San Luis
Obispo counties. We invite you to become part of the Coastal Connection by placing a business advertisement with us.  It’s a great way to cost-effectively
target professional and public officials who regularly use your planning services. The publication is also distributed to APA sections across California,
so your advertising dollars go even further. Our 2008 advertising rates are $200 for four issues. If you’d like more information, please contact the Section
Finance Director, Alicia Harrison, AICP, 805-882-1442, e-mail: aharrison@bhfs.com.

If you’re already supporting the Coastal Connection and would like to make changes to your ad or include new artwork for the next edition, please call
Marc at 805-688-7474.  You can send him a digital file in any graphic, PDF, or Pagemaker format at: coastalconnection@verizon.net. Photo ready art
of the new advertisement can also be mailed to Marc at 449 San Lino Court, Santa Maria, CA 93455.  Thank you for supporting and contributing to
the American Planning Association’s Central Coast Section.

Issue 1, Winter 2008
Publication date:  Feb.  2009
Submittals due: Jan.  2009

Issue 2,Spring 2009
Publication date:  Apr.  2009
Submittals due:  Mar.  2009

Issue 3, Summer 2009
Publication date:  Jul. 2009
Submittals due:  Jun. 2009

Coastal Connection
Publication Schedule

Planning Services Directory:

Newsletter for 1-year (4 issues) = $200
Website for 1-year = $100

Both the newsletter
 and website for 1-year = $275

Job Ads:

1 issue of newsletter or website = $25
Both the newsletter and website = $45

ADVERTISING    RATES

COMPREHENSIVE MUNICIPAL SERVICES

Pacific Municipal Consultants



USEFUL WEB SITES

National APA: www.planning.org

Cal Chapter APA: www.calapa.org

Central Coast APA: www.centralcoastapa.org

UCSB: www.ucsb.edu

Bren School: www.bren.ucsb.edu

Cal Poly: http://planning .calpoly.edu/

Cal Poly students: http://planning .calpoly.edu/students

PLANetizen: www.planetizen.com Your digital source for planning information

LUPIN: www.ceres.ca.gov/planning/ California Land Use Planning Info Network

CERES: www.ceres.ca.gov Calif. Environmental Resources Evaluation System

CEQA: www.ceres.ca.gov/ceqa/ California Environmental Quality Act

Cyburbia: www.cyburbia.org Planning & Architecture Internet Resource Center

Wikipedia: www.wikipedia.org Free online encyclopedia

Sustainability: www.sustainablebusiness.com Sustainable business practices and links

Planning Quotes: http://planneronline.homestead.com/quotes.html

Library of Congress:http://memory.locgov/ammem/gmdthml/gmdhome.html

Online map collection

Parole: http://parole.aporee.org Urban development thesaurus/dictionary

Coastal Photos: www.californiacoastline.org 12,000 photographs of the California Coastline

Earthquakes: http://quake/usgs.gov/recenteqs/latest.htm Up-to-date earthquake information

Demographics: www.nkca.ucla.edu Neighborhood Knowledge California Project

Brookings Institute:www.brookings.edu/metro/metro.htm Research and analysis on economics, foreign policy,

government, and metropolitan policy

CA Regulations: www.leginfo.ca.gov/index.html California codes and Senate and Assembly Bills

HOW CAN I JOIN APA?

Coastal Connection

The California Chapter of the American Planning Association (CCAPA) links planners statewide and
nationwide through the American Planning Association. Through this linkage, members:

• Unite to promote planning legislation,
• Further professional expertise through conferences, workshops, and meetings, and
• Obtain the latest information about planning.

CCAPA was chartered in 1978 and currently has almost 5,500 members including practicing planners,
elected and appointed officials, academicians, citizens, and students. The Chapter is lead by elected
state and section officers. CCAPA provides the opportunity for anyone interested in California
planning activities to join as a Chapter-Only member. Chapter-Only membership dues are $90.00 per
year (all National benefits are not provided). For complete membership information and an
application form, please visit the CCAPA website at www.calapa.org, call the membership office at
916-736-2434, or email sgassoc@msn.com.

You may also apply for National APA membership. Visit the National APA website at
www.planning.org for more information. You may download the membership form from the website
and mail or fax it to APA. You may also call Fax-on-Demand at 1-800-800-1589 and request document
#3001 (APA Membership Application) and #3002 (Membership Information).

Just want more information on APA? All Central Coast Board Members are happy to chat about APA
and answer any questions you may have. Contact information is on page 2.
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